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After elaborately demonstrating the position of authority occupied by 
St. Thomas in the Roman Catholic church, he proceeds under seven 
questions, concerning " the necessity of grace," " the essence of 
grace," " the division of grace," " the cause of grace," " the effects of 
grace," " the remission of sins," "justifying faith," and "merit," to 
set forth in his own language Thomas' teachings, to show how the 
Roman Catholic church has confirmed these teachings, and, by citing 
his most extravagant expressions, to show that Luther fell very far 
short of the moderate evangelical teachings of Thomas and the Roman 
Catholic church. The author reaches the conclusion that "the Pro- 
testant theologians of our time, not being fettered by deterministic 
and pantheistic opinions, speak of merit and reward as good works," 
and show a strong inclination to return to the teachings of the church 
of all ages, unwarrantably interrupted by Luther. He believes that 
" a silent reformation," involving a return " to the principles of the 
church of the ancient and mediaeval time, especially through the 
restoration of the ethical principles to which the Reformation of the 
sixteenth century .... did not concede a sufficiently ample place," is 
in progress, and in this he rejoices. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
McMaster University, 
Toronto, Canada. 

Die Anschauung vom heiligen Geiste bei Luther. Eine 
historisch-dogmatische Untersuchung. Von Lie. Rudolf 
Otto, Privatdozent der Theologie an der Universitat Got- 
tingen. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1898. Pp. 
106. M. 2.80. 

Luther always held the traditional doctrine of the trinity, as it 
had been set forth by Augustine, and as it was taught in the Roman 
Catholic church. Hence his doctrine of the Holy Spirit was the tra- 
ditional western doctrine. Yet in the earlier period of his ministry he 
sometimes used language which seemed to make the Spirit subordinate 
to the Father and the Son, quite contrary to the thought of Augustine, 
which he accepted. He did not intend to do this, however, and 
indulged in such expressions inadvertently, and because he was not a 
systematic thinker. 

Moreover, while he accepted the traditional dogma concerning the 
Holy Spirit, he departed from it in his doctrine concerning the Scrip- 
tures and in his doctrine concerning faith, and thus there arose certain 
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antinomies between his doctrine of the Holy Spirit and his doctrines 
of the Scriptures and of faith. The antinomies are these : " The new 
life of the Christian is wrought by the Holy Spirit. The new life of 
the Christian is wrought by the word of God. The new life of the 
Christian is wrought by faith." Here is a great advance beyond the 
Roman Catholic theology, according to which the new life is wrought 
by the Spirit, but not necessarily by the word of God, or by the per- 
sonal faith of the recipient. It was necessary, therefore, for Luther to 
adjust the second and third of these statements to the first. The man- 
ner in which he did so is carefully traced by the author of this treatise, 
who also passes beyond the province of the mere historian, and sub- 
jects the teachings of Luther to an intelligent and candid criticism. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die Dogmatik Albrecht Ritschl's. Apologie und Polemik. 
Von C. W. von Kugelgen. Leipzig : Deichert'sche Ver- 
lagsbuchh. Nachf. (Georg Bohme), 1898. Pp. vii-j-125. 
M. 1.80. 

This work, which confesses itself to be an " Apologie und Polemik," 
is written by one of the younger disciples of Ritschl in defense of his 
master. It is the direct outgrowth of the controversy over the Ritsch- 
lian theology which is now of such vital interest in Germany. The 
bulk of the work consists of a condensed yet clear statement of 
Ritschl's fundamental positions. For a like statement English readers 
should consult Stuckenberg's article on "The Theology of Albrecht 
Ritschl " (The American Journal of Theology, April, 1898). 

Of especial interest in this book is the writer's study of historical 
dependence. The following sources are the more important : (1) The 
Kant-Lotzean influence. This is seen in the theory of knowledge, in the 
famous value-judgments (Werturteile). A careful study is made of 
Kant's kingdom of God and Ritschl's conception of the same, in 
which the independence of Ritschl's doctrine of the kingdom as his- 
torically revealed through Christ is affirmed. (2) The influence of 
Schleiermacher. Here is manifested the importance of the Christian 
community. But Ritschl here shows his independence in repudiating 
the Moravian mysticism of Schleiermacher. (3) The Luther-Menken 
influence. The force of this claim is to identify Ritschl with the current 
of the confessional Lutheran church. In the doctrine of justification 
the position of Luther is reaffirmed. In the doctrine of atonement 



